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The Rev. Dennis H. Holtschneider, C.M., is the 11th president of DePaul University, the
nation’s largest Catholic university and the largest private university in the Midwest, and
chairman of Ascension, the nation’s largest Catholic and non-profit health system.

He also serves on the boards of the American Council on Education (ACE), the Chicago
History Museum and the steering committee of the Illinois Business Immigration
Coalition.

A Detroit native, he studied at Harvard University and received his doctorate in
administration, planning and social policy in 1997 after writing a dissertation on the early
history of financial aid in the United States. He earned a bachelor’s degree in mathematics
from Niagara University in 1985, studied for the priesthood at Mary Immaculate
Seminary in Northampton, Pa., and was ordained in 1989.

Father Holtschneider led two national studies examining trends in governance and
leadership in American Catholic colleges and universities. He is the author of one book
and numerous articles on U.S. higher education and Catholic higher education, as well as
a frequent consultant and speaker on these topics.

He is a professor of education at DePaul and a faculty member in the Harvard Graduate
School of Education’s Management Development Program where, during the fall 2014
semester, he served as Visiting Scholar and President-in-Residence. He also is a faculty
member at Boston College’s Institute for Administrators in Catholic Higher Education.



